
Be on the Lookout! 
Report Findings of  High Priority Invaders                                             

in Northwest Pennsylvania 

 

March 31, 2020 



Welcome! 

ÅOverview of  agenda 

ÅPresenter introductions 

ÅMary Walsh, Tom Cermak, Steve Grund, Pete Woods, Amy Jewitt 

ÅUse of  Webex chat feature (to ask questions throughout webinar and at the very end) 





Be an early detector 

Water Chestnut Chasers Challenge 

ÅWebinar 6/24, 11am-12pm 

ÅReport water chestnut  7/1-7/31 

 

 

Invasive Species Scavenger Hunt 

ÅWebinar 7/23, 11am-12pm 

ÅReport invasive species 8/1-8/31 

 
Check out the events at the Pennsylvania iMapInvasives website 

https://www.paimapinvasives.org/ 
 

https://www.paimapinvasives.org/
https://www.paimapinvasives.org/


Lake Erie Watershed Cooperative 
Weed  Management Area 

Presented by Tom Cermak, Pennsylvania Sea Grant  



What is Pennsylvania Sea Grant?  



We Are . . .  

ÅPennsylvania Sea Grant is one of 33 Sea Grant College Programs around the 
United States, administered through the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA).  

ÅPennsylvania Sea Grant is a collaboration between NOAA, Penn State University, 
and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  

ÅFor the past 20 years, our Program has been promoting the ecological and 
ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ-
based research, education, and extension. 

 



What is a CWMA?  

ÅCooperative Weed Management Areas (CWMAs) are local organizations that 
bring together landowners and land managers to coordinate action and share 
expertise and resources to manage common weed species. 

ÅLocally-driven CWMAs are especially effective at generating public interest in 
weed management, increasing the capacity of partnering organizations, and 
organizing community groups to support on-the-ground programs. 



Lake Erie Watershed ɀ Cooperative Weed 
Management Area 

ÅHold three annual LEW-CWMA meetings 

ÅIdentify seasonal inventory locations 

ÅConduct plant inventories with Pennsylvania 
Natural Heritage Program staff 

ÅReview findings with steering committee to 
determine seasonal management priorities 

ÅCollectively draft and implement management 
plans 

ÅProvide educational opportunities for 
landowners and resource managers 



Site Selection 

ÅPrimary Focus: Documented Natural Heritage Area Sites within Lake Erie 
Watershed  

ÅThese sites generally include various landowners and ecological communities 

ÅAlthough invasive species are practically everywhere, this approach allows us 
to utilize limited resources to protect, enhance and restore these ecologically 
significant sites when possible  

ÅAlthough these sites are identified as our primary focus areas within the 
LEW-CWMA 5 Year Plan, outreach and some restoration work occurs outside 
of the designated site boundaries when needed 





LEW-CWMA Partners  

ÅPennsylvania Sea Grant 

ÅWestern PA Conservancy 

ÅDepartment of Conservation and 
Natural Resources Bureau of Parks 

ÅDepartment of Conservation and 
Natural Resources Bureau of 
Forestry 

ÅDepartment of Environmental 
Protection 

ÅPennsylvania Game Commission 

ÅCleveland Museum of Natural 
History 

 

ÅGo Native Erie 

ÅPenn State Behrend 

ÅMercyhurst College 

ÅPennDOT 

ÅErie County Conservation District 

ÅCrawford County Conservation 
District 

ÅPA Dept. of Ag 

ÅRegional Science Consortium 

ÅMunicipalities 

ÅPrivate Property Owners 

 



For More Info About the LEW-CWMA 

ÅPlease visit the Pennsylvania Sea Grant website: 
http://seagrant.psu.edu/topics/terrestrial-invasive-species/projects/lake-erie-
watershed-cooperative-weed-management-area  
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Contact Info  

 

Tom Cermak  

Pennsylvania Sea Grant 

Coastal Outreach Specialist 

301 Peninsula Drive, Suite 3 

Erie, PA 16505 

Office: 814-898-7085 

Email: tjc29@psu.edu 

 

Thank you! 

mailto:tjc29@psu.edu


Porcelainberry  
(Ampelopsis brevipedunculata) 

 

ÅInvades  disturbed uplands and edges 
ÅSpread by birds and horticultural industry 

Other Scientific Names: Ampelopsis glandulosa var. brevipedunculata 
 

Oliver Vanpe Erin Jones, NatureServe 



Porcelainberry                   Grapes 
                                               (native) ÅLeaves lobed or unlobed, 

very much like grape leaves 

 

Pancrat 

Pancrat 

Lynn Greyling 



Porcelainberry                 Grapes 
ÅBerries mixed pastel colors 
(white, green, blue, purple, 
pink) 
ÅUpright flat clusters 

ÅBerries green ripening to 
dark purple, with waxy bloom 

ÅPendant clusters 

Josconklin 

Christian Collins 



Porcelainberry                                Grapes 
ÅBark ridged, furrowed, not peeling. 

ÅLenticels present 

ÅBark peels in strips 

ÅLenticels absent 

Ken Bosma Leslie Mehrhoff 



Swallow-worts 
Black swallow-wort (Cynanchum louiseae) 
Pale Swallow-wort (Cynanchum rossicum) 

 

ÅInvades  open uplands 
ÅSpreads by windborne seeds 

hǘƘŜǊ /ƻƳƳƻƴ bŀƳŜǎΥ [ƻǳƛǎŜΩǎ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿ-wort, European swallow-wort 
Other Scientific Names: Vincetoxicum nigrum, V. louisae, V. rossicum 
 

Jacilluch 



Swallow-worts 
Identification 

ÅHerbaceous perennial                                           
twining vine 

ÅMilkweed-like seedpods 

Å5-part flower 

ï¼ inch wide 

ïPink, purple, or black 

 

 
Frank Vincentz 

Mykola Swarnyk 



Swallow-worts 
Can be confused with 

ÅSmooth Swallow-wort (Cyanchum laeve) 

ïWhite flowers 

 

Jerry Oldenettel 

ÅDogbane (Apocynum spp.) 

ïUpright herbaceous plant 

 



Lesser Celandine (Ficaria verna) 
 

ÅInvades valley bottoms and lower slopes 
ÅSpreads by tubers, bulbils, seeds, and gardeners 

Other Common Names: Fig Buttercup 
Other Scientific Names: Ranunculus ficaria 



Lesser Celandine (Ficaria verna) 

ÅPerennial with tubers 

Å3 smaller greenish sepals 
behind petals  



Lesser Celandine          Marsh Marigold 
(invasive)           (native) 

ÅBlooms early spring (starting late 
March) 

ÅUsually 8-10 petals 

ÅLeaves bluntly pointed, with ~1 dozen 
shallow rounded teeth 

 

ÅBlooms mid-spring (starting late April) 

ÅUsually 5 or 6 petals 

ÅLeaves larger, round at tip, with 
dozens of shallow scalloped teeth 

 

 



Lesser Celandine                           Marsh Marigold 
(invasive)                                          (native) 

ÅGrows in mats 

Å2-4 inches tall 

Å3 smaller greenish sepals behind petals 
  

ÅGrows in clumps 

Å6-9 inches all 

ÅNo sepals 

 

 



Marsh Thistle (Cirsium palustre) 
 

ÅInvades damp open areas 
ÅSpreads by windborne seeds 

Other Scientific Names: Carduus palustris 
Other Common Names: European Swamp Thistle, Marsh Plume Thistle  

Robert Flogaus 

Johann Georg Sturm 



Marsh Thistle 
Identification 

ÅSpiny winged stem 

ÅPurple flower heads 
ïShort-stalked 

ïDensely clustered at tips 

ÅLong sticky hairs all over 

ÅSpines on involucre (bulbous base of 
flowerhead) are tiny, if present at all. 

 
 

Matt Lavin Krzysztof Ziarnek 



Marsh Thistle 
Can be confused with 
ÅBull Thistle (C. vulgare, non-native) 
ïThe only other thistle with winged stems like 

Marsh Thistle 
ïFewer, larger flowerheads 
ïLong spines on involucre 
ïUpland 
ÅSwamp Thistle (C. muticum, native) 
ïLacks spines on stems and flower heads 
ÅCreeping thistle (C. arvense, invasive) 
ïSmaller flowerheads, lighter pink 
ïNo basal rosettes 

Ivar Leidus 

Superior National Forest 



Water Chestnut (Trapa natans) 
 

ÅInvades slow moving water less than 16 feet deep 
ÅSpreads by seeds, fragments 

Other Common Names: Water Caltrop  

Karelj 

Krzysztof Ziarnek 



Water Chestnut 

Identification 

ÅRooted aquatic plant, with 
submersed and floating leaves 

ÅDiamond-shaped floating 
leaves arrayed around central 
point 

ÅWeird 4-pointed fruit 

ÅAir bladders on leaves 

ÅNot likely to be confused 
with other species 

Georg Schramayer 



Yellow floatingheart (Nymphoides peltata) 
 

ÅInvades lakes, impoundments, and (slow-moving) streams. 
ÅSpreads by fragmentation of almost any part, and also by 

seeds, which are dispersed by birds. 

Other Common Names: water-fringe 
Other Scientific Names: Limantheum peltatum 



Yellow floatingheart 

Identification 

Åround floating 
leaves with a narrow 
sinus 

ïoften purple 
beneath 

ïsinus terminus is 
rounded 

ÅYellow flowers held 
above the water 

ï5 fringed petals 

 



Yellow floatingheart 

Can be confused with 
ÅWater-lily (Nymphaea odorata, 
native), much larger leaves with a 
sharp angle at apex of sinus 
ÅFrog-bit (Hydrocharis morsusranae, 
non-native) free-floating,  Frog-bit, Charles Pierce 


