
LASSO TOOL 
Better understand species distributions 
when using the map.  



Lasso Tool 

The lasso tool provides a 
faster and more effective way 
to understand data shown on 
the map.  

Reasons to use the lasso 
tool:  

ÁYou are creating a 
management plan and need 
to know which species already 
exist in a certain area.  

ÁYou want to know which 
invasive species have been 
found in your local park or 
other recreational area.  

ÁHow to access the lasso 
tool? 

 
 

 

 



Examples of Using the Lasso Tool 

I want to see all the invasive 
species findings reported at 
the Flight 93 National 
Memorial, according to data 
submitted to iMapInvasives. 

 



Lasso Tool ² Flight 93 National Memorial Example  

1. Open the map from the main navigation page.  



Lasso Tool ² Flight 93 National Memorial Example  

2. Zoom to the desired area using the zoom ladder (left side of map) OR use the 
̓̅́̒̃  ̈̂́  ̒̂  ̙̙̔̐̉̎  ̇Ο˦̌̉̇̈  ̔˙  ˓˭̅̍̏̒̉́̌Π ́̎  ̄̃̌̉̃̋̉̎  ̇̔̈  ̙̅̍́̇̎̉̆̉̎  ̇̇̌́̓  ̓̔  ̏̓̅́̒̃̈ˌ 



Lasso Tool ² Flight 93 National Memorial Example  

˓ˌ ˴̒̕  ̎̏  ̎̔̈  ̅Οˣ̏̎̆̉̒̍̅̄Π ́̎  ̄Οˡ̘̐̐̒̏̉̍́̔̅Π ̄́̔  ̙́̌́̅̒̓ˌ (This may take a few moments.)       

Do not turn on Ο˵̎̃̏̎̆̉̒̍̅̄Π data as this data has not been reviewed by the Administrator.  



Lasso Tool ² Flight 93 National Memorial Example  

4. Click the lasso tool and draw a box around the data you wish to analyze. Double click to 
finish drawing your polygon.  



Lasso Tool ² Flight 93 National Memorial Example  

5. Watch as a window appears, detailing all the selected records.  



Lasso Tool ² Flight 93 National Memorial Example  

6ˌ ˳̃̒̏̌  ̌̔  ̏̔̈  ̅̂̏̔̔̏  ̍̏  ̆̔̈  ̗̗̅̉̎̄̏ˌ ˴̈̅̒  ̙̅̏̕Ν̌  ̌̓̅  ̅̂̔̔̏̎̕  ̗̓̈̉̃  ̈́̌̌̏  ̗̙̏  ̕
to view this data in a Report or Table format.  



Lasso Tool ² Flight 93 National Memorial Example  

˗ˌ ˨̅̒̅Ν  ̗̓̈́  ̔̔̈  ̅̄́̔  ̗́̏̌̕  ̄̌̏̏  ̋̌̉̋  ̅̉  ̎  ́̒̅̐̏̒̔ˌ ˷  ̅̃́  ̎̑̉̃̋̌̕  ̙̓̅  ̅̔̈́  ̔̔̈̅̒  ̅́̒  ̅˗ː  ˑ
observations, 7 invasive species being reported on, and 3 observers.  



 ̀EMAIL ALERTS 
Quickly find out about new invasive species 
findings that are relevant to you.  



Benefits of Using Email Alerts  

ÁStay informed of recent invasive 
species findings.  

Á˰̒̉̏̒̉̔̉̚  ̙̅̏̕  ̒̏̒̇́̎̉́̔̉̏̎̚Ν  ̖̓̓̒̅̕  ̙
and treatment efforts based on 
information provided in alerts.  

ÁTake action to prevent the spread of 
rare invasive species or species 
recently discovered in Pennsylvania 
for the first time.  

 

Note: There are 3 alert types are 
available in iMapInvasives. Make use 
of the alert(s) that best suit your 
needs. 

 

 

 

 

Take action based on data from email alerts!  

Volunteers participating in a water chestnut pull. 
Photo credit: www.timesunion.com  



Alert #1: Continual Alert  

Å Puts a focus on:  
Å Any one species, or group of species, which 

you have an interest in staying aware of.  

Å You choose an area of interest such as:  
Å County 

Å CWMA 

Å Waterbody  

Å All of Pennsylvania  

Å Which observations trigger this alert?  
Å Observations found one year ago or sooner . 

 

This is the most basic alert type and is 
useful in staying informed of invasive 
species findings that are important to you.  

 

 

Mile-a-minute vine                              
Photo credit: Connecticut Gardener  

       Example:                                     

Alert me every time Mile -a-minute vine is found 
in the town of Murrysville, Pennsylvania.  



Other Examples of a Continual Alert  

1. Alert me any time Callery Pear is 
reported in Valley Forge National 
Historic Park . 

2. Alert me any time Bog 
bulrush is reported in 
Philadelphia County . 

Photo credit: The Daily South Υ Southern Living  

3. Alert me any time    
Water chestnut is reported 
anywhere in Pennsylvania . 

Photo credit: Chesapeake Bay Program  

Photo credit: Maryland Biodiversity Project  



Alert #2: Early Detection Alert  

Å Puts a focus on:  
Å Species that are rare or not yet found in 

Pennsylvania. 

Å You choose an area of interest such as:  
Å County 

Å CWMA 

Å Waterbody  

Å All of Pennsylvania  

Å Which observations trigger this alert?  
Å Observations found one year ago or sooner.  

Å Note: iMapInvasives ̃̏̎̓̉̄̅̒  ̓  ́̓̐̅̃̉̅  ̓Ο˥́̒̌  ̙
ˤ̅̔̅̃̔̉̏̎Π ̉  ̆̔̈̅̒  ̅́̒  ̅three or fewer 
observations for that species in a specified 
geography. 
Å Example: Only two reports for wavy leaf 

basketgrass have been reported in York County , 
̍́̋̉̎  ̇̔̈̉  ̓̓̐̅̃̉̅  ̓́  ̎Ο˥́̒̌  ̙ˤ̅̔̅̃̔̉̏̎Π ̓̐̅̃̉̅̓ˌ 

This alert type is useful ̉  ̎Ο̒́̉̓̉̎  ̇  ́̒̅  ̄
̆̌́̇Π ̗̈̅  ̎̎̅  ̗̏  ̒̒́̒  ̅̓̐̅̃̉̅  ̓́̒  ̅̆̏̎̕  ̄̉  ̎
Pennsylvania (to aid in Early Detection and 
Rapid Response efforts).  

 

 

       Example:                                     

Alert me if Wavyleaf basketgrass is found 
anywhere in Pennsylvania.  



Other Examples of an Early Detection Alert  

˰̏̌̉̃̅̍́̎Ν  ̓̈̅̌̍̅  ̔
(Impatiens glandulifera ) 

Not yet found in 
Pennsylvania Υ First report 
would trigger ED alert.  

Pond water -starwort 
(Callitriche stagnalis) 

Rare in Pennsylvania Υ 
Additional reports would 
trigger ED alert.  

Water solider                 
(Stratiotes aloides ) 

Not yet found in 
Pennsylvania Υ First report 
would trigger ED alert.  

Photo credit: Wikipedia  

Photo credit: Pixabay 

Photo credit: per.aasen/Flickr  



Alert #3: New to Geography Alert  

ÁPuts a focus on : 
ÁA group of species                   

(i.e., not individual species ). 

ÁSpecies found in an area where 
̙̔̈̅Ν̖  ̖̅̎̅̅  ̒̂̅̅  ̎̆̏̎̕  ̄̂̅̆̏̒̅ˌ 

Å You choose an area of interest 
such as:  
Å County 

Å CWMA 

Å Waterbody  

Å All of Pennsylvania 

Á Which observations trigger this alert ? 

Á Observations reported up to 200 years ago . 

This alert type is useful if you already 
know the species that are found in a 
particular place, and you want to be 
notified when a species never reported 
there before is found for the first time.  

(Different from an early detection alert.)  

       Example:                                     

Alert me when any NEW terrestrial plant is 
reported in Bear Run Nature Reserve    
(Fayette County).  

Bear Run Nature Reserve is home to the famous Fallingwater house, owned 
and operated by the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy.                         
Photo credit: archimess.tumblr.com  



Other Examples of a New to Geography Alert 

1. Alert me when any NEW 
plant species is reported in 
Warren County .  

2. Alert me when any NEW 
aquatic animal is reported in 
the Pymatuning Reservoir. 

3. Alert me when any NEW 
terrestrial plant species is 
reported in Bucktail State Park . 

Geography Type = County  

Geography Type = Waterbody  

Geography Type = Conservation Lands  



Email Alerts  

ÁTo create a new email alert, 
go the main navigation page 
and scroll down to the My 
Personal Information  section. 
ˣ̌̉̃  ̋̏  ̎Ο˭́̎́̇  ̅̍  ̙ˡ̌̅̒̔̓Π  ̱
̔̈̅  ̎Οˡ̄  ̄ˮ̅  ̗ˡ̌̅̒̔Πˌ 



 ̀
RECORDING 
MANAGEMENT DATA 

Includes Assessment, Survey,   
Treatment, & Infestation Management  


